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According to the Central Food TechnologicalResearchInstitute, Mysuru, about 5.8

million tonnesof spicesareproducedannually in India and90% of which is consumed

in India itself andthe rest exported.

India accountsfor 48% of the global consumption. Demandfor spiceswason the rise

owing to its multifacetedapplicationin food and its beneficialeffectson health. India is

oneof the largest producers,consumerandexporter of spicesandCFTRI contributed

potentially for the technologicaldevelopmentswith the global outreach,the CFTRI

added. The two-day scientific meet aims to enablebetter understandingof problems,

specificstrategiesand solutionspertaining to the scienceand technologicalaspectson

spices.

The panel discussionon the secondday of the conferenceon Friday will provide

opportunitiesto discussthe prospectsof spiceprocessing.
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ôVietnam model of spice cultivation can boost Indiaõs 

productionõ 
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Chief GeneralManager,NABARD, Bengaluru,M.I . Ganagi, has said that Vietnam

hasovertakenIndia asthe leadingproducerof blackpepperand its productivity has

reachedunparalleledproportionsin ashort spanof time.

Speakingafter inaugurating the national conferenceon ôStrategiesfor sustainable

spiceprocessingõat the Central Food TechnologicalResearchInstitute (CFTRI) here

on Thursday,Mr. Ganagisaidthat Indonesiastoodsecondand India hasslumpedto

the third spotin pepperproduction.

Eight yearsago,Vietnamwasnowherein the spicesmarket. Today,it is numberonein

pepper production. It produces10 times of Indiaõsoverall production. Vietnam

produces2.5 tonnesof blackpepperon anacre,hesaid.

Mr. Ganagi said Indian spice producershave to adopt new strategies to increase

output andmono-croppingwasanalternativeto doublethe yield.

òItis time we analysewhat is lacking in us to becomea leadingspicesproducer. What

is affectingour cultivation practicesor whetherdiseasesare affectingour production

shouldbelookedat. We shouldreach75 to 80% of Vietnamõsproductionin the years

ahead,óhesuggested.

Mr. GanagisaidKarnatakahasovertakenKeralain blackpepperproduction. Lack of

productivenessor farmersõinterest may be the reasonbesidesclimate changesince

Keralawascurrently facingdrought for the first time after severalyears,headded.
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Mr. Ganagiadvocatedfor creatingdemandandplanproductionstrategiessinceclimate

changehasaffectedspicesproduction. Pricing hasbecomeunviable. If farmershaveto

continuein farming,they mustget agoodpricefor their produce,hesaid.

Referring to the budgetannouncementfor doubling the farmersõincomein five years,

Mr. Ganagisaidit took 14 yearsfor thefarmersõincometo doublein the past. Income

can be doubled if productivity goes up, expensesare trimmed down and price

constancywasassured,hesaid.

He saidNABARD hassupported2,000 farmerproducersõgroupsandwasalsoopento

supportcrop-specificfarmersõorganisations, including spices.

On the Centreõsmove to set up 100 food parks acrossthe country, he said that

NABARD was ready for direct funding to entrepreneurswilling to establishtheir

processingunits at the parks.

Homi Cheriyan, director, Directorateof ArecanutandSpicesDevelopment,Kozhikode

andNirmal Babu, director, Indian Institute of SpicesResearch,Kozhikodealsospoke.

Over 300 delegates,including academicians,growers and scientists,are attending the

two-dayconference.
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Rs 37,435 crore earmarked for scientific ministries: FM
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ScientificministrieshavebeenearmarkedRs37,435crore in this year'sbudget,Union

FinanceMinister Arun Jaitleytodaysaid,with the Departmentof Spacewitnessinga

maximumhikeof overRs1,000crorein its allocation.

Last year, the Departmentsof Space(DoS) and Atomic Energy (DAE), Ministry of

ScienceandTechnologyandMinistry of Earth SciencesweretogetherearmarkedRs

32,030.72crore.

Of the Rs 9,093crore allocatedto the Departmentof Space,Rs 4,155crore hasbeen

allocatedfor capitalexpenditure,asISRO embarkson severalambitiousprojectslike

Chandrayaan-2.

The DAE andDoS, which comeunder the Prime Minister's Office,hasbeenshowing

phenomenalsuccesswith its projectslike the Mars Orbiter Mission. This month ISRO

is to send103satellitesinto space,a recordof sorts.

The DoS has also been witnessing a steady rise in its budget. Last year, the

departmentwasallocatedRs8,045crorewhile in 2015-16, it got Rs6,920crore.

The DAE hasbeenearmarkedRs12,461crorethis year,of which Rs124.50 crorehas

been allocated for nuclear power. The Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR),

anothermajor project, is likely to get critical this year. Severalatomicpowerprojects

like RajasthanAtomic PowerStation(RAPS7 and8) andKudankulamNuclearPower

Project(units 3 and4) areunderway.
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Researchinstitutes under the DAE, namely the Bhabha Atomic ResearchCentre

(BARC),the Indira GandhiCentrefor Atomic Research(IGCAR), RajaRamanaCentre

for AdvancedTechnology,Variable Energy Cyclotron Centre, and Atomic Minerals

Directoratefor Exploration andResearch,havebeenallocatedRs3,062crore,a rise of

814.42crorein comparisonto last year.

The Council for Scientificand Industrial Research(CSIR)under the Ministry of S&T

hasbeenallocatedRs4,446crorein comparisonto last year,whichwasRs4,062crore.

The Departmentsof S&T andBiotechnologyhavebeenallocatedRs 4,817.27 andRs

2,222.11crorerespectively.

The Ministry of Earth SciencehasbeenearmarkedRs1,719.48 crore,in comparisonto

Rs1,576.14crorein 2016-17.
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